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Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to congratulate an invalu-
able member of my staff on her well- 
deserved retirement. Jacquelyn Smith, 
‘‘Jackie’’ to those of us who love her, 
retires this week, Mr. Speaker, after 
two decades of service to the Fourth 
Congressional District and more than a 
half century of work in government, 
education, and politics. 

Her contributions to the State of 
Florida and to her colleagues are im-
measurable, and our Nation is truly 
better off thanks to her efforts. 

Jackie began her life of service as a 
teacher, moving often because of her 
husband’s assignment as a United 
States Air Force pilot. 

She eventually found herself in poli-
tics, working on a Presidential cam-
paign before eventually becoming dis-
trict director to my predecessor, 
former Congressman Ander Crenshaw. 
When I took office in 2017, I was fortu-
nate that Jackie stayed on as the di-
rector of special operations in my 
Jacksonville office. 

Mr. Speaker, for over 20 years, Jackie 
has served northeast Florida. She has 
helped countless families with case-
work, served as my representative 
throughout the district, and made a 
significant impact on thousands of 
young people and students in our com-
munity. 

Jackie has truly helped shape the 
next generation of Americans, espe-
cially those who will be going into 
military leadership. Each year, Jackie 
runs the military academy nomination 
program. She works tirelessly with 
students who apply, coaching them 
through the process and vouching for 
their selection. 

Mr. Speaker, I can tell you no one 
knows nor works that system harder 
and better than Jackie Smith. And she 
does it simply for the benefit of her 
students. Thanks to her efforts, Dis-
trict Four historically has one of the 
highest selection rates in the country. 

Jackie also runs our congressional 
arts program and the congressional 
medal program, both recognizing the 
many talented students in our commu-
nity of northeast Florida. 

Jackie often serves as my liaison to 
community groups, many of which she 
is already a part of, including the Ro-
tary Club, the USO, and the local 
Chamber of Commerce. It often seems 
she knows everyone in northeast Flor-
ida, and unsurprisingly, they all con-
sider her a friend. She loves them, and 
they love her. 

Every day, Jackie comes to work 
with a servant’s heart, a sharp wit, and 
a contagious optimistic attitude. No 
job is too big; no job is too small. Most 
importantly, she embodies the virtues 
of integrity, hard work, and selfless-
ness that Americans expect from their 
government. 

Jackie leaves big shoes to fill in my 
office. However, as she is known to do, 
she leaves it better than when she 
found it. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Florida, congratula-

tions, Jackie. May your retirement be 
filled with warm, sandy beaches and 
continued memories with your hus-
band, David, and your many friends 
and loved ones. We are so proud of your 
many achievements, and we thank you, 
Jackie, for your service to this Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to tell you, I 
look forward to hearing all about her 
next career as a used shoe salesman for 
Ocean Sole Africa, as they improve the 
lives of citizens of Kenya and boost the 
economy here at home. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF RAUL 
MONTES, SR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. GARCÍA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
I want to honor a family man, a caring 
neighbor, and a selfless public servant, 
my dear friend Raul Montes, Sr. 

Raul was the ward superintendent for 
the 22nd Ward in the city of Chicago, a 
community known as Little Village. 
Raul and I share a common back-
ground. We both came to this country 
at a young age, settled in the Chicago 
neighborhood of Little Village, and 
started organizing for the improvement 
of our neighborhood and for the greater 
political representation of Chicago’s 
Latino community. 

Raul created a block club in our 
neighborhood that worked to improve 
and beautify homes, backyards, and 
streets. They installed lamps in their 
front lawns, planted sod in the park-
ways, and established block watches 
and activities for children and teens. 

This deep involvement in community 
life is why I appointed Raul as a Demo-
cratic precinct captain of the sixth pre-
cinct when I was a member of Chicago 
City Council. He was the most effective 
and beloved precinct captain in Chi-
cago’s 22nd Ward. His hard work helped 
me and many others win elected office. 

As ward superintendent in the De-
partment of Streets and Sanitation, he 
was frequently seen driving down 
streets and alleys, conversing with 
neighbors, and paying personal atten-
tion to their service requests. Even 
after he retired, he would ride around 
the neighborhood, asking people if they 
needed anything to be fixed in their 
homes or streets. 

Raul organized the best block parties 
and loved to sing and dance with his 
wife, Maria. They enjoyed traveling, 
spending time with their grand-
children, and, of course, having big par-
ties. He also enjoyed helping out at the 
corner grocery store or restaurant to 
stay busy and catch up on what was 
going on in the neighborhood after he 
retired. 

Last month, Raul died of COVID–19, 
leaving a huge void in his family, his 
neighborhood, and the entire southwest 
side of Chicago. Today, we recognize 
his labor in the House of Representa-
tives. 

(English translation of the statement 
made in Spanish is as follows:) 

A few words in Spanish. Today in the 
United States Congress we recognize 
the friendship, work, and efforts of a 
great public servant. Raúl Montes was 
a great superintendent of the 22nd Dis-
trict and Little Village community. We 
celebrate his life, all his efforts, and 
we’d like to express to Raúl’s family 
that his life was well lived, and for that 
reason, we give him this recognition. 

Unas palabras en español. Hoy en el 
Congreso de los Estados Unidos 
reconocemos la amistad, las labores, 
los esfuerzos de un gran servidor 
público. Raúl Montes fue un gran 
superintendente de nuestra comunidad 
en La Villita y el Distrito 22. 
Celebramos su vida, todos sus esfuerzos 
y le comunicamos a su familia que la 
vida de Raul Montes fue bien vivida, y 
por eso le hacemos ese reconocimiento. 

Mr. GARCÍA of Illinois. Raul Montes, 
rest in power, my friend. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Illinois will provide the 
Clerk a translation of his remarks. 

f 

PRODUCERS WORKING HARD FOR 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MANN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MANN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to thank the farmers and ranchers 
whose work does not stop. 

Even in the face of extreme freezing 
temperatures this month, the likes of 
which we have not seen in decades, 
Kansas stood strong and got the job 
done. 

The big First District of Kansas is 
one of the most productive agricultural 
areas in the country. The district is 
home to more than 60,000 farms and is 
made up of farmers, ranchers, feedlot 
managers, nutritionists, ethanol pro-
ducers, ag lenders, and agribusiness 
owners who feed, fuel, and clothe the 
world. 

I grew up in Quinter, and I spent 
thousands of hours on a tractor in 
fields and on horseback, doctoring cat-
tle in our family’s feed yard. I know 
well agriculture’s working conditions 
are demanding on a good day, but espe-
cially so when our business partner, 
Mother Nature, is as unforgiving as she 
has been lately. 

In the past month, Kansas spent 13 
consecutive days with temperatures 
below freezing. This is a stretch of 
freezing temperatures we have not seen 
in our State for nearly 40 years. 

But those who stand with snow up to 
their knees in the depths of winter or 
haul water in the drought of summer 
know agriculture does not take days 
off. No matter the temperature, our ag 
producers head to work long before 
most of us are awake and stay out 
until many of us have already laid our 
heads down at night. 

They are people like Cody and Ashley 
Bornholdt of Inman, who bust ice by 
hand at all hours so their cattle have 
access to water and are still able to 
joke that after several days of negative 
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